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F ever there was a time when God fo: 
lemnyly calls his Servants to Cry aloud 
and not to ſpare, but ſhew his People their 
tranſgreſſions, it 1s now, when Inquity ſo 

| abounds and love waxeth ſo cold, And 

s the Philoſopher once ſaid, that Evil manners 
:caſion the making of good I aws ; So the hor-. 

id wickedneſs ot ſome notorious ſinners, gives 
ccalion for the Preaching of Sermons more 

eculiarly ferviceable tor the rowfting and a- 

ztakning of ſecure ones, and loudly calling them 

» Repentance ; when God toucheth the hearts 
” his Miniſters, with a feeling ſenſe of the 
inger of, .and tender compaflion towards 

A 2 thols * 


To the Reader. 


'thofs - that are going without regard in 


. birth to the enſuing SER MOMNS, was the 
prodigious example of a forlorn young Crea- 
ture, that had  defiled her felf with Whoredoms, 


Utimate children ſucceſſively, and became the 
+ barbarous Murderer of the latrer of them ; 
for- which Crime, *ſhe there ſtood under a 
ſentence of Death, upon due Convidtion, and 
that before ſhe had ſeen full Nineteen years 
"in the World : and for the which ſhe hath 
been ſince righteouſly executed. My Soul was 
the more deeply affteted with her condition, 
# partly, becauſe ſhe belonged ro my Flock, and 
} had received the Seal oft the Covenant from 
| my hands, and was under my Charge' ; in 
which I could not but feel an heart thrilling 
rebuks in the Holy Providence of God: 
Partly becauſe of the moſt amazing, and ſcarce 
"paralel'd induration of heart, and tremendous 
 Wickedneſs which ſhe- diſcovered in and under 
| her Impriſonment, to the -deep conſternation 
” of all ſerious ones that were acquainted there- 
 Withall, Which will, I hope, plead fufficiently 
for the. ſuitablenefs of the Subjects treated of, 
. and the ſeverity of the Words uſed in' the 


Yet her example remains, and ſtands for the 
p_ 2» WA Warning 


the path of deſtruion. That which gave . 


and been the unhappy mother of «two illegi- | 


| = rag of them. But ſhe* is mow gone, and | 
' bath given up her account 'to the Fudge of all, | 


| | 


| 


To the Reader. 
Warning of others. And doubtleſs God ex- 
peRs that rhe /iving ſhould lay is to beart, and 
learn leſſons of Caution thereby. I have there- 
fore endeavoured, according to the Grace given 
me, to-Levyel theſe Diſcourſes for the Admonition 
of others, leaft they alſo provoke a Sin hating 


| God, to give them up to be more aſtoniſhing Mo- 


1uments of his righteous feverity. And there are, 
| fear, more abominations as great as 'thele, which 
have not yet ſeen the light ; and may her 
:xample, and theſe warnings drawn forth by 
it, drive ſuch to a timely Repentance, and ma- 
king .of their peace with God. Let young 
Ones more eſpecially learn by her, To Remem- 
ber their Creator early, and beware of ſuch fins 
is were leading to the bringing of her to a 
earful end ; in particular Jet all Children, and 
'uch as are under the Command of Parents 
ind Family Government, beware of dilobedi- 
'nce to their Pafents, and thoſe that have the 
\uthoricy over them ; lzt them be warned to 
ake heed to themlclves of being linked in 
/ain company, and take the wiſe mans counſel, 
Irov. x. Io. My Son, if Sinners entice thee conſent 
bou not. Let them bewawe of prophaning Gods 
Joly Sabbaths: .of unneceifary +ablenting them» 


elves from the Worlhip of God in his Houſe, */ 
wr _negle&ing of any opportunities of attending 


MN his Holy Ordinances ; and let them be 
\dvifed 50 keep their feer when they come to the 
| : ' | Houſe 


; 


To the Reader. 
Howufe of God, and not ſuffer their hearts to 
- wander into the corners of the earth, when 
they ſhould be learning what God the Lord 
Hath to ſay unto them. Let them be warned 
againit the negl-& of Secret Prayer, and Medi- 
zation, and be atraid of living content in afx 
* Unregenerate Stete, trifling away 2 day of grace, 
* and putting off call:, aud counſels, and the 
| ſtrivings ot th Spirit of Gal with them, as 
+ things that may be thought uf iron enough, 
when they have taken cheic fill of their mad 
mirth, and gliuted themſelves with ſenſual 
pleaſures; all of which .Sins that poor Crea- 
ture acknowledged her ſelf to have been emi- 
nently guilty of : *Jeſt, if yau be. not ad- 
moniſhed by her example, an Holy God 


ſhovld be provoked to leave. you up to your own, 


bearts Iuſts.Be ture theretore to read in her a con» 
firmation of that truth, that for theſe things the 
Wrath of God cometh on the chiltyen of Diſobedi- 
ence, Let Parents be rouzed up by his to take 
more care, and ule more prudence in main. 
taining that Authority over their Children, 
which God hath v:ſfted them withal, and be- 
ware of an over fond indulgence, in giving them 
an unreſtrained liberty : let ic awaken th2m to 
* lay themſelves our with morc indaltry, and con- 
ſtancy, in training them up in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord ; in inſtructing them about - the 
great things of cheir Souls and Ecernity ; let it 
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To the Reader, 


make them more affeQionace and importunate ih 
praying with them, and for them ; and put them 
upon the monatchful care over themſelves in 
their whole converſation, that they ſet no evil ex- 
amples before chem, but wrice them a copy in their 
lives of all the counſels & admonitions which they 
offer to them : tearing leſt, if they by their neg- 
e& bring guilc on themſelv.s,their childrery ſhould 
be forſaken of Ged, and prove an beavineſs ro their 
Parents, as this fooliſh Child did. May all that 
Fear God, and peculiarly his Miniſters, whom the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath given a ſpecial charge un- 


to,'fo feed bis Lambs, be excited hereby to more 


anxious folicitude, and induſtrious endeavours for 
the Souls of all whom they are concerned withal, 
and more eſpecially for the Riſing Generation, 
that they may not become & Fubborn and a rebel- 
lious Generation, a Generation that ſet not their heart 
aright, and whoſe ſpirit is not ſkedfaft with God : 


And may the followiy ons be made any 
way ſerviceable to th. i ends and purpoſes, 
God ſhall have the ( to whoſe gracious 
Blefling I Commenc ch my molt hearty 


Prayers, Who am, 
:han the Leaſt of 


all Saints, 


muel Willard, 
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PSAL Sis 
The fooliſh ſhall not fFand in th y fight. 


ſhall not now ſpend time in inquiring after 
the Occaſion of the penning of this P/al:s, 
or in Analyſing of it. Let ir ſuffice to ob- 
ſerve that David in werſe 4, 5, 6. repreſents 
f the miſerable condition of wicked men, on the 


account of the Holineſs of God,. as it ftands en- 
gaged againſt ſinners for fin, The fumm oft 
1s, that God takes no pleaſure in them, but bates &* 
abhors them, and therefore will not admit them 
into his favorr, but will bring deffruttion on 
| chem : and one would think that every word 

a4 RY B ſhould. 
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2 The Follp and Miſery 
ſhould be an envenomed arrow in the Heart or 
*Confcience of the ungodlv, Our'Text+ is'one- of 
thoſe ſhafts taken out. of Gods quiver, and ſhot 
at every unregenerate Soul ; and Ol that they 
might be throughly wounded by it. The words 
before us are an aſlertion delivered by the mouth 
of Fruth'it ſelf, and may well-cerrily,and amaze 
every Chriſtleſs Soul. In then we may obſerve 
two things. 1. The SubjeF ſpoken of, the fooliſh : 
I ſhall not inſiſt on the various uſages of this word 
in Scripcures; it is ſometimes improved in a 
good, ſenſe ; and ſometimes 'it-is- made uſe of 
in a kad ſznſe; and in this latter it is here : 
- and chus ic is frequently uſed for a Fool, or a 
Mad-man : and therefore many tranſlations read 
It, Inſani ; the mad or diſtracted ; men that are 
out of their wits. 2. The thing aſſerted concern- 
Ing; theſe; they ſhall not. Fand in thy ſight. Hebr, 
before thine eyes. i e. Gods, for of Him the Pſal- 
miſt is ſpeaking. Eyes are aſcribed to God atter 
the manner of men, for he is a Spiiicual being, 


and hathineither ſenſes, nor organs of ſenſe : 


and the word [ Stand | ſignifies to be 1a &@ ſettled 
| Condition : and it 15 in the laſt conjugation, which 
\ :farther intends the fignification. To ſtand then 
in Gods fight, or before his eyes, intends an 
Efjoying of, or being fectled in his favour. Tt 
Is a Metaphor taken trom the tavouiices of Princes, 
who are admitted inco their preſence, and ſtand 
before them ac all times. And in this negatiie 


" the -contrary affirmative ' is included, 4, e. he | 
; a 
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of Jmpenitent Siumers. 
ſhall fall before him, and be chrult out of ht 
ſight; and it alſo intends that he cannot bear ? 
the fight of them, and will” baniſh them his } 
preſence. This may be reterred to the preſent 
life and time ; but hath a more peculiar reſpe& *? 
to the great day of Accounts. | 

Hence, 


DOCTRINE. 


4 


All impenitent Sinners are fooliſh and mad, and 
therefore ſhall not ſtand m Gods ſight ; which 


will render them extreamly miſerable. 


There are three Propoſitions contained in this 
Dodtrine. 


Prop. 1. That all impenitent Sinners are fodliſh | 


and mad. 


There are a ſort of perſons in the world,whom 
God in his word, is plcaſed to put the Character 
of fools: and rad-men upon, who are neither 
naturals, or void of the uſe of reaſon, confidered 


, as men; nor yet bereic of their underſtandings, 


through occaſional dotage or frenzy in that re- 
ipe&t : and who are they 2 we have a ſummary 
account of them, Fer. 4. 22. My people is fooliſh, 
they have not known me, they are ſottiſh Children, and 
they have no underſtanding ; they are wiſe to do evik, 


bat to do good they bave no knowledge, Thg Jumm 


B 2 is, 
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1 The Folly and Wffery | 

” 5, all /amers, remainirg in their natural eſtate 
belong to. this Charadter.; and hence Sin and 
Folly are, in Scripture, terms equivalent. Here 
we may, in particular, briefly conie at this in 
three ſteps. 

T. All fi is folly, And hence ſo much ſin as 
remains in the Godly, fo much fooliſhneſs there 
- abides with them. -This the Pſalmiſt confeſleth 
of himſelf, Pfal. 69.5. O God, thuu knoweft my 
fooliſhneſs, Every time a perſon commits any fin, 

e hath juſt reaſon-to ſay of himſelf,as he, 1.Sam. 
:£6, 21; 1 have ſinned, | have played the foo!, and 
.” have erred exceedmply. And it muſt needs be fo, 

for every ſin is an a& of difobediehce to that 
- God; ori whom we have our entire deperidence, 
and to whom we owe our felves and our whole 
' lives : it is an at of rebellion againſt that God 

Wwhort we are bound to ſubjet our ſelves unto, 
 . and is able todeſtroy us for that rebellion. It is 
a forſaking the feurtain of Irving waters, and digging 
rm Ciſterns that can bold no water. Jer. 2. 13. 
It is a preferring of lying vanities before everlaſting 
Mercies. fer. 2. 8. It is a provoking of Go to jea- 
| Touſy. 1x Cor. 16. 22. And we are not ſtronger 
than he. \ It is an entring of the liſts of contention 
with him, a rump: #pon bim, even his neck, on the 
thick boſſes of his buckler, Job. 15.26. It is for a 
- worm to bid a challenge ro Omnipotency it ſelf : 
yea, what ſhall I fay ? there are uncountable fol- 
lies attend the commiliion of every ſin ; and no 

wiſdom at all. | 
I. 2. That 
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of JFuxpenitent Sinners. $:; 
+2: That. hence al they that are under the Dominion }| 
of Sin, are egregious fools. There is folly cleaving 
to. the beſt of Gods Children here, :s long as they . 
have a body of death to carry about with chem ; .; 
and it ſhews it felt in every ſtirring of the corrupt. 
part :. but yet they haye the principles of the true 
wiſdom in them ; they are ſuch as are made wiſe | 
to. Salvation. But as for thoſe in whom there are * 


'no ſeeds - of ſaving Grace ſown, but they yet 


remain in their natural eſtate, folly is bound up. ; 


intheir hearts,& they have no other principle in ' 


them As to their Under/tandings, they are fool- | 
iſh and perverſe, they call evil good, and good - 


wil. Iſai. 5.20. As to their Wils and Aﬀedtions, . 
.they are engaged. Eccl. 8.11. The heart of the ſons | 


of men is fully ſet in them to do evil. They do no- * 


thing at all with a ſincere ' aim at the glory of | 


God, and the furtherance of their own ſalvation : 


yea, their whole life is a continual progreſs in | 


the way that leads to deſtruction; hence we have | 


. that put into their deſcription, R6#.3 .16,17. De- 


ftruttion aud miſery are in their ways : and the way of 
Peace have they not known. | 

3. That Impeniteyt Sinners are the greateſt fools 4 | 
all, The Word of God often uſeth thele | 


| words | Sinners, Fools, Wicked \ emphatically, 


for ſuch as are peculiarly fo: and then jt intends 
either, ( 1.) Such as live in moſt notorious and © 
prodigious fins ; thus a common Whore is called a } 
Sinner more than once in the Goſpel :.or ( 2. ) 


Such as remain obſtinate and impenitent in thei? 
Ly fiat and impenen in they 
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0 e Folly and Ay 
Sins under, and -notwithſtanding meats uſed to 
fin them to repentance.Now the means nſed with 
them' are of two forts. ( 1. ) Such as are afford- 
2d 'to the Gentiles, who have not the Goſpel, wiz. 
the light of a natural Conſcience, and the 'com- 
mon ftrivings of the Spirit of God in them ; they 
are therefore ſaid to be a Law to themſelves, and 
| zbeir Conſciences to'bear witneſs, and either to accuſe 
67 excuſe, Rom. 2. 14, IF. and the Providences of 
God, which ought tro be improved by that light, 
to excite them to' repentance : thus the Goodneſs of 
| God' is faid to lead to it, Rom. 2.4. and his 'com- 
mon'benefits'are called witn:ſſes, AFs 14. 17. bis 
Fudpments allo are that the Inhabitants of the World 
may learn righteouſneſs, 1{a.26.9. (2. ) Such as thoſe 
; Enjoy 'who fit under the means of 'Grace, where- 
in God thews them the evil and danger of their 
fins, and not only invites them -to Repentance, 
*but alſo gives them all ſuitable dire&ions, and'the 
gr-atelt imaginable encouragements to help them 
in ic ; and theſe are afforded to ſuch as are in the 
Covenant wi:h him, Pſal.r47. 19,20. he ſhewetb bis 
word to Faceb, his Flatutes and judgments to Ifrael : 
. be baih not dealt ſo with any nation. : Impenitence 
In the former of theſe is a note of inexcuſable fol- 
ly; and fo it is charged on their fooliſh minds, 
Rom. 1. 21. how much more then may it be -im- 
putgd to the latter, and their folly be reputed the 
' Paroxiſm of madneſs ? inaſmuch as they have a 
'price. in their hands, and have not an heart to 
gnaks uſe of it ; 'and whence is that, but _ 
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of Jmpenizent Sinners. ; 

they are fools ; according to, Prov. 17. 16. Where- 
fare is there a price in the hands of a ſoo! to get wiſ- 
dom, ſeeing be- bath no heart to it ? they have life 
and death ſet before il:itm, and they chuſe death; 
they have the way to cicape the Wrath of God, 
and obtain Eternal Lite, and regard it not ; they. 
are .told whither, their ſinful courſes do l-ad, and © 
where they will end, and yet they will (ake no 
warnings, .but run wiltully and violently on to 
their own deſtruction, like that fool, Prov.7. 22, 
23. be poeth after her ſtraitway, as the ox goeth to 
the ſlaughter, and as a fool to the correttion of the 
Stocks, till a dart*ſtrike through bis liver, as a bird 
hattcth to the ſnare, and knoweth not that it 1s for his 
life ; they are invited and entreated to be recon- 
ciled unto God, and to put away their fins by 
repentance, and they mind it not, but ſtop their 
ears, and harden their hearts, & turn their backs ; 
they have a day of viſitation, in which the things 
of thetr peace are fet before them, and do not know 
7t ; they ſee others of their fellow ſinners cut off 
by Gods awful Judgments, and it makes no im-+ 
preſſion ppon them : yea, they themſelves are 
brought to forrow and ſhame ; ard {till they will 
not be reclaimed : and were not madaſs in their 
veart, could they do o 2 


Prop. IL. That therefore ſuch Sinners ſhall not 
ſand in the ſight of Gad. | 


Could that Philitian Prince ſay, r Sam. 21,14, 
B 4 15. 


rhe Follp and Miſery 
I Fe the man at ke then have ye brought 
bim to me ? have I need of mad men? &c. and will 
not God declare as much concetning "theſe ? yea, 
he hath ſaid it, Text. Here two things. - 
I. That no ſuch as theſe ſhall ſtand in Gods 
ſight. That this is fo, our Text tully aſſerts, and 
many other parallel Scriptures 'cohfirm. . All chat 
lies before us at preſent, is to conlider what is im- 
'Plizd in this. The words are a threatning, and 
indeed a yery awful one, as will preſently appear. 
Here then let it be obſerved, that the expreflion 
may reler either to the time preſent, or that which 
is to Come, . 
1. With reſpe@ to the time preſent 5 and then 
It intends that God will cut ſhort their lives; and 
hurry them out of the World before they ſhould 
havesdied,. according to the ordinary courſe of 
nature ;- hence we -read, Pal. FF. 23. bloody and 
deceitful men ſhall not live cut half their days ; and 
Ecclef. 7 17. be not wicked overmugh, why ſhouldft 
#bou dy before the time? It is a common favour 
which God allows to- men as he fees meet, to 
ſpare them, and let them fill up their number of 
| Gdayes; whereas ſuch fools have reaſon to expe 
- to be debarred of this priviledge, and poſted a- 
' way before hand. But 1 inſiſt hot here, though 
this alſo affords matter of awful conſideration. 

2. With reſpe& to the time to come: and then 
to ſtand in Gods ſight, intends to enjoy his ſpecial 
favour and love, and we have this infelicicy ex: 
pounded in 7/s. 27.11, and there are two ſeaſons 
g | . wherein. 
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of Jmpenitent Sinners. g * 
wherein they ihall'be debarred of chis favour. 
' T. In the day of Judgment. In fome ſenſe all | 
muſt ſtand betore him then 5. e. a'l ſhall be cired | 
to make their perſonal appearance before God, 
, and receive: their doom ; but by ſanding then, 
we are to underſtand their being acquitted ard ac- 
cepted,; and acknowiedged by him as liis Reacemed; | 
theſe only are laid to: ſtand then; whertas theſe 
" fools ſhall fall before the Judge ; rhey ſhall be. ut- 
terly diſclaimed by him, he will fay co them, De- 
part, I know you nit, Mat, 7. 23. they ſhall be con- 
demned and thave a ſentence of death pronounced 
on them, _—_ 25. 41. Depart ye curſed, and in this 
reſpe& it is faid, Pal. x. 5. the. uugodly ſhall not 
ſtand in the Fudgment. 
* * 2, In the Eterhhal Kingdom ; into- which the 
righteous ſhall be received, and partake in the E- | 
verlaſting Y:/zon of God, theſe ſhall then be exclu+ 
ded, Mar. 8. 12, The Children of dom ſhall 
be caſt out into outer darkneſs, «4We obſerved that 
che word ſignifies, A Settled Condition : Heaven' 1s 
the Godly mans Inheritance, and when he comes 
there, he ſhall ſettle to remove no more; but 
there is no ſertlement for theſe, but an everlaſting 
excluſion from the preſence of God, which is a 
puniſhment ordained for them, 2 Thef. 1.9. they 
Jhall never have one look of pitty or compatiiion 
from God any more for ever. 
2. That the reaſon of this is, becauſe they, are 

ſuch fook, this will appear, if we conſider; -- 
' - I, That all men ars faoliſh in their din E- 

ate 
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Tate, it 15 bred in, and born with them ; it is-the 
Wiſe mans obſervation, in Prov. 22. 15. fooliſhneſs 
is bound up in the heart of a Child, and we have ic 
more diitinly ſet forth in, Pal. 58. 3, 4, 5. The 
wicked are eſtranged from the womb, they go aſtray 
as ſoon as they be born, ſpeaking lies. Tgnorance of 
God, and alienation from him is rooted in the 
hearts of all the poſterity of ſinful Adam, and the 
Apoſtle giveth us a true account how it is with e- 
very natural man, before regenerating Grace hath 
renewed him, Eph. 4. 18. having the underftand- 


tug darkned, being alienated from' the liſe of God 


through the ignorance that is jn them, becauſe of ihe 
tlindne(s of their: heart. | 


;» '2, That yet there are a great many- of theſe 
thac ſhall and in Gods fight. God hath not Jeft 
_ this fooliſh and ſinful race without all hope. The 
Do&rine before us, is not to drive the -wretched 
children of men 'to deſpair. There have been 
fach as have added. to thcir natural folly, prodi- 
gious wickednefles, whereby they have expreſſed 
the height of their \madneſs, who yet notwith- 
ſtanding have been made partakers in this' grace, 
to be heavens favourites, and taken. near unto 
God, and enticuled to all the Glories of his King- 
dom, what faith the Apoſtle ? x Cor. 6.9, 10,11. 
Neither Fornicators, &c. ſhall inherit the Kingdom 0 

God, and ſuch were ſome of you, but ye are waſhed, 
&c. and'he puts himſelf in the number, in that 
declaration of.his, Tit, 4. 3. for we our ſelves alſo 


were 
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were ſometime fooliſh; diſobedient,” deceived, ſerving of 
divers luffs and pleaſures, 8c. 

3. That in order to this they muſt be made 
wiſe, Though God faves ſuch as have been too- 
liſh, yet he doth not fave them #: their folly, but 
from it. God hates ſin, and ic is his holy and 
pure nature that is diſplayed in his ſo doing, as 
Hab. x. x3. thou art of purer eyes than'to behold evil, 
and canft mt look'm mmyquity. There mult theres 
fore be a change wrought in them, they mult be 
cured of this diftemper, in order to their obtain» 
ing of this priviledge, though God be Gracious, 
yet he is Holy ;-and will not baulk this Holineſs 
of his, but diſplay it in the application of his 
grace ito. ſinful :men- There muſt therefore :a 
work of Sanctification paſs upon them, in which 
Stn muſt be ſubdued, and grace muſt be implan- 
ted'in- them. | 

4. That God offers this wiſdom to all that live 
under the Goſpel, and invites them to feek 
him for it, Herein God ſhews his gocd will to 
ſuch, in that he hath told them wherein the true 
wiſdom conſiſts, Job 28. 28. zo man he ſaith, '\nhe 
ſes God, that is wiſdom, and to depart from evil | 
is nnderſtanding ; and hath pointed them to know 
whete it 15 treaſured, wiz. in Chriſt, Col. 2. 13. 
in-wbor are hid all th treaſures of wiſdom & kneow- 
ledge, bids them come to him for it, and enconra- 
geth them ſo to do, Jam. 1. 5. if any of you lack 
wiſdom, let him ask it of God, that giveth to al 
ren liberally and upbraideth not, and it ſhall be gioen 


him > + 
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him ; yea, and: -expottulates with finners abaut 
their reiuſing of it, as one that is grieved,' Prov, 
x. 22. bow long ye ſimple ones, will ye love (implicity ? 
' and ye ſcorners delight in their ſcorning, and fools hate 
Enowledge'? * > Fares No | 
5.- Hence it is by their impenitency that Sin- 
ners procure this to themſelves.* If they would 
have hearkened to Gods voice, and received in- 
4trution, 4r had riot been ſo; . but becauſe. they 
have hardened their hearts agajnſt all- Counſz], 
and would not receive his reproots, though he 
tollowed- them with repeated cries and calls, and 
rted*all courſes with them unto wonderful long 
-lutfering, he therefore puts them out of His fight, 
-and they ſhall fall before his- judgment ; hitherto 
therefore God :reduceth the reafon, and lays the 
charge on which-the threatning-1s built 5; Prov.x, 
24, &c. becauſe 1 have called, and ye refuſed, &c. 1 
-will' alſo laugh at your calamity; I will mock when 
- your fear cometh, 8c, © $6." 


Prop. IIL That this will render them extreancly 
- miſerable, | | go 


- ., The Pſaimift is here ſetting forth the miſerable 
ſtate of Impenicent Sinners ; -and the: ſumme of 
all infelicity is contained in this very thing.' Ob, 
ſerve therefore ; | 
x. That it is a woſul infelicity for a Sinner, to 
be every day expoſed to deſtru&ion, to have the 


Wrath of God continually impending ' oyer him, 
. | | to 
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to be in the ſ}..ce mentioned, Pal. 7. 11. God 5s 
angry with the wicked every day; to have the Arm 
of Divine Vengeance up, with the glittering 
Sword of fevcnging Juſtice, ready to give him ! 
the deadly ſtroak ; ro have nothing before him 
but a teariul expeRation of fiery indignation 
which ſhall devour khim,when it lights upon him3 
In the fulnefs of bis ſtrength and tolly, to fall up- 


| on him, and ſend him down to the pit of endleſs 


miſery ; ſuch is'the condicion of impenitent fin- 
ners at the beſt ; read ar leiſure, Job 18. F. to end, 
and you ſhall find it there aſtoniſhingly deſcribed, 


- and fee x Thel. 5. 3. when they ſhall ſay, prace and 


ſafety, then ſudden deſtruttion cometh upon them, as 
travail upon a woman with child, and they ſhall nos 
ef cape. 

2. Their condition muſt needs be fearful who 
ſhall fall before God in _the-judgment : who ſhall 
not be able to ſtand, when they ſhall appear be- 
fore him in the great and terrible day, It is a 
dreadtul thing to ſtand at an Humane Bar, and 
to have ſentence of death pronounced upon one 
by the Judge ; it fills the by ſtanders with conſter- 
nation, and what horror hath ſeized ſuch as have 
been under it ? 'What ſhrieks, and cries have they 
uttered ! what will ic then be when the Judge of 
all the Earth ſhall ſay co che man, as Mat. 21. 41. 
Depart thou curſed imto everlaſting fire, prepared for 
the Devil and his Angels. Which Sentence will be 
immediately tollowed with as ter:ible an Execu- 
tion ? and yet fuch is the portion of Impenirent 


Sinners, 3+ That + 
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for ever, is the quinteſſence of everlaſting milſe- 
* Ties 3 What faith the Pfalmiſt, Plal go. 5. in by 
favour ts life. 63. 3- thy loving kindneſs is better 
than life. 16, ult. in thy preſence is fulneſs of joys ; 
and the Apoſtle thought he had backed his 
.Exhortation with a moſt potent argument 
| In, Heb. 12. 14. folow after Holineſs, without 
. which no man ſhall ſee God ;, ' in . bis light , on- 
ly can we. ſee light ; and there* is nothing but 
Outer darkneſs out of it ; he that loſeth God jloſeth 
all : there js nothing but deſtruction that accom- 
panieth this excluſion, Hol.9. 12. Wo to them when 
I depart from them, they fall under God indigna- 
* tion; and we are told, Pal. 1x. 6. upon the wicked 
' be ſhall rain ſnares, fire and brimſtone, and an borri- 
le tempeſt; this (hall be the portion of their cup ;; 
how miſerable then muſt theſe forlorna creatures 
needs be! 

USE L 


Learn hence the grievous folly of .thoſe that 
embolden themſelves in ſin, on preſumption of 
Gods mercy. The truth is, the fooliſhneſs of 
Impenitency in nothing appears more, than in 
the arguings by which men ſtrengthen themſelves 
in ict: and among theſe, I know none more 
amazing, than the deluſion of a falſe hope in 
mercy ; notwithſtanding men perſiſt in iniquity 
 andreluſe to return, this is that which God cont 


plains of, Pſal, 5 o. 21, theſe things thou haſt done, 


and 
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and. 1] kept filence : taou thoughteiF that I was alto- 
gether ſuch an one as thy ſeif. And the Prophet 
urgeth it on them, Jer. 7.9, 10. Hill you ſteat,' 
murder, commit adultery, &C.and come and ſtand,&c. 
and [ay, we are deliveres to do all theſe abominations ? 
As it God had nv» other way to ſhew himſelf 


merciful, bur by faving finners in their ſins; 


whereas we are told that Chriſts great defign is 
to ſave them from their ſins, Matth, 1.21. Hence 
we have God uſing that Sarcaſm, Ita. 27.4. Fury 
is not in me : who would ſer the briars and thorns a- 
gainſt me in battel? 1 would go through them, I would 
burn them together : and dcawing up that ſentence, 
verſe 11. 1t is a people of no underſtanding : there- 

fore be that made them will not bawve mercy on them, 
and he that formed them, will ſhew them no favour. 

But men forget that God hath a revenging Juſtice 
to glority in the Obſtinate, as well as Mercy on the 
Penitent : and whilzs men thus nouriſh a vain 
hope, to gratily their own lutts,, they lofe the 
Opportunicy ot mercy, and lay up treaſures of 
wrath; than which waat madnzl> can be more 

pernicious £ 

USE ll. 


Let it then be a word of warning and terronr 
to Impenicent Sinners under ch:Goſp<l, & I know 
none that car:1:5 more of dread in it, it well uns 
deritood and belizved, ler all tuch then conlider, 

r. You are all fookth in your aacurat eſtate. 
Whatever vaia opinion you have of your own 

wiidom, 
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wiſdom, which is indeed but an indication of 
your folly, according to, Prov. 26. 16. the ſlug- 
| gard is wiſer in his 0wN Concett, than feven men that 
can render a reaſon ; yet this 15 a great truth of 


all men as they: come into the world in their 


natural eſtate, Job 11. 12. vam man would be 
wiſe, though man be born like a wild aſſes colt. 
The wile man gives in the true character of eve- 
ry Child of Adam, as he i in himlelt, from the 


beginning to the end, Ecclel. 9. 3 rhe heart of the |. 


ſons of men is full of evil, and madneſs is in their 
beart while they live, and after that they go to the 
Dead. 
2. If you live and dy ſuch, you ſhall never 
ftand in Gods ſight ; your doom is detertnined 
and pronounced : and you have the reaſon given 
in the words following our Text, thou hbate## all 
the workers of Iniquity. And_ it God hates you, 
you have reaſon tu <xpect that he will ſeparate 
you from his preſence. You have a fearful ac- 
count given you, of the conc1'ion of thoſe who 
add Impenitency eo Iniquity, Pfal. 7. 12, &c. f 
be turn not, he will whet his ſword ; be bath bent tys 
bow, and made it ready, &c- 

3. God affords you the means of grace as a 
remedy to cure you of your fooliſhneſs: The 
great deſign of che Goſpel and Ordinances is to 
ſhew men the right way, to recover of their mad- 
neſs, and be made wiſe. This is the uſefulneſs of 
the word of God, 2 Tim. 3. 15. the Holy Scrips 


— 


Fares, which are able to make thee wiſe unto Salvation z 
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they that have them not muſt needs dy withour 
knowledge, it is the main deſign of the means to 
point us to this ; God gives Paſtors to feed men 
with knowledge and underſtanding, Jer. 3. 15. What 
he faich of his Proverbs, may be applyed to the 
whole book of God, Prov. 2. 3, 4. To know wiſ* 
dom, and inflru41on, &c. 

4. It you periſh in your impenitency under 
thele means, you will never be cured. Sinners, 
' by cheir haidnefs ot heart, withſtand the efficacy 
of the Word and Ordinances ; and when once 
ic comes to that, that finners do practically ſay, 
as they did expref>ly, Jzr. 44. 16. As to the word 
which thou ſpeakeſt to us in the name of the Lord, 
we will not hearken unto thee ; their cale 15 next 
to deſperate We have God therefore expoſtu- 
lating wich ſuch, Pial. 94. 8. Ye fools, when will 
you be wiſe Thele are the only means which 
God hath appointed to bring ſinners to their 
right minds ; and it the operation be contrary, 
it argues their caſe to be deplorable. Hence that 
complaint of our Saviour, Math. 23.37,38. Jeru- 
ſalem, &c. how ofien wiuld I have gathcred, &c. but 
FX would nit : therefore is your houſe left unto you 

eſolate. | 

However you now deſpiſe inſtruction, yet 
you will mourn for ic at laſt. It will be a dread- 
ful thing to loſe Gods preſence for ever, though 
now you can fay unto him depart, yet when it 
comes to be your lot indeed co loſe all your hope 
ot bis favour, thi; will be unconceivable bir - 
ney > 
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neſs: -and nothing will make it more bitter than 
to think, 1 had-a day of Grace, wiſdom himlſelt 
pleaded with ne, ftreeched out his hands all the 
day lopg to me ; I heard the precious truths of 
the Gotpel, I was told of my milcrable ſtace, en- 
treated to conlider of it, oftered help out of it ; 
- +, was: waiced upon with line upon line,{t1Iven with, 
| bath by Parents, and Govly triends, and taithtul 
Miniſters, and by the Spiiic hinuelt rogerher with 
them : I was told what ic wquld come to; and 
yet I defpited, 1 fcorned, I would have' mine 
own ways, and grew the more retoluce in them, 
and now 1 am but filled with my'62n devices, and 
made to eat of the fruit of my own ways * and how 
dreadful an eccho of Conſcience wiil this be 2? 
and yet we ars told that thus ic will be in the 
end, Prov. 5. 11. &c. and thou mourn at laſt, &c. 
and [ay, how have | hated inſtruction, and my heart 
deſpiſed reproof ? &C. 
- 6, Hence think what a doom is haſtning upon 
you, and what an execution will tollow chat. Y ou 
; mult very ſhortly appear before Ged ; your day 
.ot Grace will ſoon be at an end; the time; 1s 
| drawing near when God will ſay chat his Spiric 
- ſhall! ſtrive no more wich you; the ax which 
Heth at the root Ml this while, will cut you down, 
You: mult hear your cer ible Judge fay,depart from 
- mtg 1 know thee not, thou worker of iniquity. : and 
when thar word is once paſt, the ſentence will 
. take place. And whicher muſt you go, when you 
deparc from him, buc co everiaſting burnings* to 
the 
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the 2worm that dyes not, to the fire that is not quench: 
ed, to eternal corments, to dwell wich che De- 
vils and damned, and feel the endlefs impreflions 


of the fury of a provoked God ? and can jour 


hearts endure ? let theſe rerrours of the Lord work 
on your hearts and.'perſwade them. 
And to that end, 
x. Be convinced of your folly and madneſs. 
As long as you are wiſein y our own eſteem, there 


is no hope that ever you ſhould be ſo indeed; 


or ſo'much as confply wich the means that are 
made uſe of to render you fo ; i: is the remark ip, 
Prov. 26. 12, Seeit thou a man that is wiſe in bis 
own conceit ? there is more hope of a fool than of him, 
Converſion begins at Convittion ; and men are 1 

to that Convidtion by Con/ideration, as, Ezek. 18. 
28. Becauſe be conſidereth, and turneth away from bis 


- Franſgreſſioms, &c. And think how unreaſonable 


a thing it is to chuſe Sin betore Holineſs, to pre- 
fer unprofitable vanities, before the glories of the 
everlaſting Kingdom : to gratify your luſts, and 
undoe your Souls ; for a f:w moments. plcaſure, 
in the gratification of the ſenſes, to ſuffer eternal 
ſeparation from God, and the tearfv] impreflians 
of his inſupporcable wrath. | 

2. Deeply reſent your danger. Think it not 
a {mall and inconſiderable thing to loke Gods gra: 
Ctous preſence ; and take heed of counting ic a 
light matrer to be chiuſt our of it, after all the 


offers of it that have been mae co you, and ad- 


vantages that have been pur into your hands co 
| CZ gain 


20 The Folly and, Miſery 

gain it, and the importumate encreaties. with 
which it hath been urged upon you, have been 
nepleted, and deſpiſed by you. Yea, ſolemnly 
conſider, that yorf can in. nothing more d:ſhonour 
God, or provoke him to haſten your wo day, and 
Tpeedily to put you out of his ſight at the fartheſt 
diſtance, than by hardning of your bearts againſt 
all his calls and warnings. 

- 3. Be often pondering what a God you have 
to do withall. He is a great and a terrible God ; 
4f you loſe his favour, and pracure his anger to 


barn upon you, you will certainly fall betore it. 
: What faich he ? Pſal. 76. 7. Thou, even thou art to | 


be feared; and wo may ſtand m thy ſight when once 
thou art angry ® He is an boly God ; he hates, and 
5 Teſolved fignally toteſtify his diſpleaſure at fin ; 
and wo to thoſe that muſt be made the monu- 
ments of that diſpleaſure of his, better had it been 
tor them, if they had never been born, He is a 
Fuſt God, and he will hot ſuffer the righteouſneſs 
of his Law to fail ; and it bold ſinners will chruſt 
themſelves upon the ſwords point, they ſhall fecl 
the fmart otit, to cheir contufion, He is a True 
God, and faithful to his threatnings as well as to 
His promit:s, and if he hath ſaid, that the fookſh 
ſhall not ftand in bis ſight, let all impenitent fnners 
Jook to themlclves, ror they ſhall find that the 
Strength of Ifratl is nit a man that be ſhould ly, or a 
fon of an, that he ſrould repent. 

4 Let che conſideration of all this make you 
haity, and ia carnzlt co fly to God for his Spirit 
| . and 
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and Grace to make you wiſe. This is the right 
improvement that :ſingers enght to make of the 
Terrours of the Lord; it (hould.make them afraid 
of the wrath of God,and put them, into trembling 
at the apprehenſion: of their danger ;. and by this 
fear to be ſtimulated to an unealines and reftleſs- - 
nef; in their preſent condition, and cauſe them 
to cry aloud to God, for his pitty 'and help? and 


' by his Holy Spirit;ro, work jn them that -great 


Change:by which ghey may be turned from tolly - 
to wildom, from darkneſs to his marwailous light, 
from jen to God, And let the dread ot fuch a mi- 
ſery as this ſeparation will certainly produce, be a 
ſpur to.quicken you to make no more delays, leſt 
whiles you diſpiſe the metcy offered, and trifle 
away a precious day .of Grace which you enjoy, 
you pull down vengeance on your own heads, 6 
be put beyond hope. for ever. 

5. And to make you the more earneſt, look 
on, and take warning .by every awiul monument 
of Gods diſpeaſure on this..account. There are 
thoſe. Judgments of his in the Wai ld, which he-de> 
ſigns to be exemplary, for the ronſing up of ſecure 
ſinners, -and territying of them under the appre- 
henſion of his Holineſs therein difplayed. When 
any are:left 'by God co themlelves, .and. by their 
own-naughtineſs run themiclves up>n the ſword 
of civil Juſtice, and muſt be cut off by it, God 
would have all Iſrael to bear, and fear, ani! do no 
more ſo preſumptuovſly. Such an one we have now, 


in the Providence of God ſet before us; and the 
2 Lord 


3 
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Lord give us al-the Grace to learn/by ire, and let 
young ones in a ſpecial manner, aad more pecu- 
 fiarly, fuch as' are in cheir' ſins, and leading a 
courſe, poflibly as vile and abominable as that was 
which led her into this ſnare ; take warning from 
this, afid let it be a folemn admonition to: you : 
let her H;fory be your Caution, leſt God -be pro- , 
voked,to make you-an Hiſtory too. | 


' And now let me dire&t my Tpeech to her, but 
ler alf finners in the Cohgregation take © warning 
by it, and*not look upon themſelves unconcerned. 
Let me then ſay unto you, 'that your 'own fin 
hath found you out, and God hath made you a 
SpeRadle to the world,of his righteous indignztion. 
Your life is forfeited as to man ;' you are made 
a Curſe, and may not be fuffered to live;but muſt 
be Cut off, teſt ' otherwile- theJuadgments -of . God 
ſhould tall apon the land. 'But ſtill ':hzye ' 55 bope 
# Iſrael concerning this thing, with tegard' to your 
poor immortal Soul ; though you muſt flee to rhe 
pit, and nd man may ſtay you *'yet Sovereign Grace 
Can ſay of you, as, Job '33 24. Deliver ber from 
going down to the pit, I have found a ranſom : only 

now and be affured, that if ever you be Saved; 
you muſt be Converted ; and in order to your be- 
ing Converted; you muſt be Humbled.' And for 


your help, I have five things to adviſe you'about 5 | 


and do you look up unto God, that you' may be 
enabled ſolemnly to entertain chem. 


” * . 
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T. Think what an egregious tool you have 
been ; if ever God ſhew you mercy, he will-im- 
print this thought on your heart very deep. Re- 
member then, you were born and brovghe up in 
a Land of Uprightneſs, in the Vailey of Viſion, waere 
Chriſt and-Salvacion by him hath been publithed. 
You were admuted in your Childhocd to partake 
in the priviledges of the Goſpel Covenant ; & have 
te:nby Saptiſm Seal:d to che Service of God, 
aud devoted to be tor him and no oiher, You 
have doubtleſs had many private warnings and 
counſels given you by your Paren:rs, and Kudred, . 
and Godly Neighbours. Y ou have fat under the 
clear Diſpenlations ot the Word of God,in which 
y Ou have been many a time over, toid of your 
fintul courſes, and the certain deſtruction that they, 
would lead you to, if you held on in them, and. 
been ſolemnly adviſed to break off your ſims by re- 
pertance'; anti all arguments have been uted with, 
you to periwade you of the neceflity and happi- 
neſs of your fo doing. You have fcen and heard 
of che falls of others, and of the miſery which 
they brought themlclves into thereby. You have 
been your felf I:fe by Gud co tall into ſcandalous 
tins, and wained thereby wo beware and not to 
g0 on, leſt tome worte thing ſhould betal vou 
and yet how have you deſpiſed inſtruction, & fcorn; 
ed reproots, and more deiperately refolved in your {| 


own ways and courſes, uniil the lioly God was !| 


provoked to leave you up io your felt, and with- 
hold his reſtraining grace trom you, and ſo ſuffer 


Wn] C4 you, 
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.you, by your unaccountable madne1s, to lay your 


ſelf open to the, Sword of Juſtice, and you muſt, 


now dye, as one that would nt be inſtrufed ; and 
you may well refle&t on that expoſtulation, and 
think, that you hear God fo ſaying to you, Jer. 2. 
17. ba#t thou not procyred this to thy ſelf, in that 
thou ba#t forſaken the Lord thy God, when he led thee 
| by the way? Cry out then bitterly of this your 

own fooliſhneſs. 
2. Be convinced of the amazing danger which 
you have expoſed your felt to, by your feartul 
* bardneſs of heart ; and tremble to think, that this 
| hardneſs that you are under the power of, may 
be Fudicial. T am ſure it is fo ſometimes, in 
.. Gods 1ighreous judgment, with fuch as Gcd hath 
| ſpoken to, uſed many endeavours with, but they 
| would not receive his advice : afeed hardneſs is 
F very often puniſhed in this lite,vith ified bard- 
| weſs ; as Pal. 81. 11, 12. my people wouid not hear- 
' ken to my woice, and Iſrael weuld none of me. So 1 
| gore them up to their own hearts lufts, and they wal- 
| ed in their own counſels; and what more teartul 
Flague can befal any foul on this fide of Hell ? 
Had not your heart been dreadful hardned would 
you. .not thave taken warning by the firſt tall 
which God left you to, to have avoided ever- 
| More expoſing of your felf to fuch another ;-nav, 
{ would-it not have driven you to have fought un- 
to.God for grace to prevent yau, and'for torgive- 
neſs:and peace-through the blood -of Chriſt -2 Had 
not-your heart been deſperately .obdurate, would 
: you, 
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you, when by your moſt egregious VWs... 
you had again falleninto your former ſin,have run. 
your ſelf over. ſuch a precipice as this, to expoſe 
your felf, by adding of Murder to Whoredoms, 
to have your lite taken away from you by the 
Hand of Juſtice ; but rather have ſought your 
- peace with God ? Had not your heart been har- 
der than an Adamant, would not the horridneſs 
of that Sin of Murder, which wichout all reaſon, 
and by an unaccountable deſperateneſs you preci- 
picated your felt into, have made you to relent 2 
whereas inſtead of diſcovering a broken heart, and 
@ contrite ſpirit, upon a reflection on it,your whole 
carriage both before and at your Trial, and at, 
the very pronouncing ot a Sentence of Death vp- 
on you, hath been fuch, and fo ſtupendous, as 
hath put a grief of heart, into all that fear God, 
who have either ſeen ic, or heard of it; & what 
do you think this Impenitency will lead to at 
length, it God do not graciouſly heal you of 
it £ 

See what a little time you have left you, ; 
and how ſoon your.caſe will be determined for 
'Ercernity. I know, that there is never a bold and 
ſecure Sinner in the Congregation, who can tell 
but chat-he may be Ciced betore Gods Tribunal, 
ſooner chan you ſhall, and had therefore need to 
ſee to his own concern : But this you know, that 
you are dead in. the Law, and may every day 
expect to have. the Warrant Signed, and warning 


given.you to go to Execution. Well ; bethink 
your 
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your ſelf; no more oppcrcunity for the ſecuring 
your Souls Eternal Weltare is before you. When 
once you are dead, you are fixed unchangeably ; 
if your peace be not made before then, you are 
gone for ever : And Oh, what a great work have 
you'to do in a little time? and the Lord knows 
| Whether at preſent it be fo much as begun in 
you z yea, there are feqriul tokens that ic 1s not. 
Oh that this pungent word may, by his grace give 
a forcible ſtroak unto it. * * 

4. Suicably repent of all your follies in particu- 
lar. Repentance and Pardon are inleparable ; 8& 
you ate told who it 1s that hath the diſpenſation 
of both, viz. Chrif: Ads 5. 31. him-hath God 
exalted with bis Right-hand, to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, to give repentance to Iſrael, and forgiveneſs 
of ſins ; and be ſure to ſeek to him for it, as you 
hope to obtain it ; let all che obſtin:cy and hard» 
neſs of heart which you have laboured of, be ex-+ 
ceeding bitter to you, call all your fins to rewem- 
| brance,@nd Jet every one of them be conkteſled & 
bewailed apart ; and more peculiarly choſe fins 
that have brought you to this, your pride, your 
diſobedience;to your Parents, your impatience of 
Family Government, your company keeping,your 
Whocredoms, and your deſpiſing of Chrift, who 
hath offered himſelf co you ; and let all chis lead 
you to the tountain of Iniquity, to the fource or 
Otiginal of all abominations, and make you to 
conleſs with David, Plal. 5x. 5. beboid 1 was ſha- 
pen in iniquity, and in ſm did my mother conceive me. 

| Beware 
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Beware of” hiding, 'exculing, 'extenuating, fallcly 
denyitig ' of ' any thing,” wherein the. Glory of 
God is concerned : what faid he to Achban, when 
Gods Providence had diſcovered him, Joſh.7. 19. 
My fon, give glory to the Lord God of Iſraet, & make 
confeſſion to hy; and he ſure to pour out yeur 
heart before God, with' the moſt aggravating 'ac« 
knowledgments, in all the circumſtances, with 
deepeſt ſelf loathings and hatred of your fins, ut- 
terly renouncing of them ; remember what is 
ſaid, Prov; 28. i3. he that covereth his (ms ſhalt not 
proſper, but whoſo confeſſeth and forſakerh ſhall bave 
mercy. FTI? 
' 5. Now humbly betake your ſelf to the blood 
of ſprinkling ; come to the! fountain- opened, 'to 
be waſhed in ; there is enough in the 'blood of 
Chriſt for your pardon and healing, 1 Joh. 1.7. | 
the blood of Chrift cleanſeih from all fm; there wants * 
not vertue in him to ſave ſuch an one as you are, 
for we are aſſured, Heb. 7.25. be is able to ſave © 


. to the uttermoſt. 1 Tim. 1. 15. Feſus Chriſt came to 


ſave ſmners, of whom 1 am chief. Ila 1. 18 though 
your ſiris be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be white as ſnow ; 
though they be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool, 
There have as great ſinners as you, fought mercy, 
and found it. God can be juſt, anc: yet forgive 
y our fin ; he can get himfelt a name, and exalt 
the glory of his grace, in you; he can make 
thoſe talls of yours ca be the occaſions of his ap- 
peating in his grace the more eminently to you, 
in his humbling, healing, and pardoniag of ny 
oO 
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and ſo making it to appear in you, how much 
more that can do for the ſaving of a Soul, than a 
vile hardned ſinner can do for her own undoing. 
Only beware of cheating your ſelf by any tond 
preſumptions of mercy, though you live in your 
Impenicence, or of ſuppoſing that you can comply 
with the terms of peace in your own ſtrength : 
| but carefully ſpend the reſidue of your little time, 
' in lying proſtrate at the footſtool of the throne 
of Soveraign Grace, looking up to him,» ho hath 
mercy on whom he will kave mercy ; and with 
repeated earneſtneſs ceaſe not to offer up that pe- 
tition to him, while you have any breath left in 
| you,Pſal.25.11. For thy name ſake, Oh Lord, pardon 


mine Iniquity, for it 15 great. 
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Hebr. IX. 27. 
_ And after this the Judgment. 


HIS Verſe is the protaſis of a compart 
ſon which the Apo#He makes uſe of in 
his Diſcourſe ; which needs not for the 
preſent be inliſted on, or Jaid open, in 

as much as we have now to do but with the ge- 
neral Dodarine contained in the words themſelves. 
Among all thoſe chings which men are invited 
co the ſerious contemplation of, there are none 


—— 
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that carry more ot folemni:y in chem, than. thoſe 
| of Death and Fudgment : becauſe the former of 

theſe puts an end co mans li'e and time, and op- 
- portunities; and the other diſpoſeth them to an 
Eveilaſting and Unchangeable -Eſtate. Death it 
felf is ſtil2d a King of Terrow's in the Holy Scrip- 
tures ; and the #b:loſopber could call ir, [ TON 
PHOBERON PHOBERATATON | of fearful 
things, the meſt fearful ; but that which, adds to 
the tforengoulnels ot is, is that ic.4is a paſſage to 
the gcear-and laft Judgment, which- the ignorant 
Gentiles had but dark notice of; but is evidently 
manifeſted in the Word of God, which we Chri- 
Flians are favgured wichal. The. verſe before us, 
gives us an intimation of both theſe, and of the 
.. Certainty of them, as things which are appointed, 
' The word | appointed |; ſignifies both a deſignation, 

Ge a reſervation of a thing : notitying that, as there 
5 an Eternal purpole for ic in theDecree of God, 
fo it is his fixt and unchargeable will that it ſhall 
' fo bez and accordingly all mca are reſerved for 
it. It is the latter of theſe ſtatutes then that I 
am now to treat of, though with that reſpec as it 
is conſequent upon the former. In the words 
then, there ace three things to be obſerved : 
--(T.) A Scacute for the Judgment is afl:rted ; 
and thereby we are afſurc! rhat ir ſhall be wich- 
our fail ; tor the appointmenc mentioned in the 
"beginning of the verſe hath refe:tence to this as 
well as to death; and this is the firſt and moſt 
proper ſgnitication of 'thy word. 2) 

2 
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( 2. ) The time when it ſhall be, after thar 
men dy. And although we are not told how 
ſoon it thall be after, yet we have Scripthre war- 
rant to conclude, that every ones perſonal Judg- 
ment will follow preſently upon it ; though the 
great and general Judgment is reſerved until the 
conſummation of all things, as will be tarcher 
obſerved anon. 

( 2: ) The ſubjects of it, or who they are on 
whom this Judgment {itall pais - men, indefinitely 
expreſled ; it intends all men z this Jadgment 
is as extenſive as Death ; yea there have been, & 
will be ſome exceptions trom the general Rule 
about Death, who have been tranſlated, or ſhall 
be changed ; but even theſe alſo ſhall come to the 


- Judgment. 


Hence, 
DOCTRINE. 


A certain Death ſhall be followed with as certain a 
"Tudgment, It is every whit as certain that men 
ſhall come umo Fudgment, as that they ſhall Dye. 


That every one muſt dy ſooner or later, is an 
acknowledged truth by all, and proved by uni- 
verſal experience : though, Oh how few do im- 
prove it to good purpoſe? And a reaſon why 
this truth hath no more proper or ſuicablz impret- 
ſions on mens minds, may be becaulc,cicher they 
believe not, or pit trom them che- thoughts of 

Ws : the 
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the enſuing account which chey ſhall be called 
unto, and look no turther than the Grave, where 
they think there will be an end of them, which 
muſt needs make them unconcerned tor that 
which comes after. Bur here we are led into the 
contemplation of a more awtul truth, which is 
no Jeſs real,, though not ſo obvious tb the ſenſes, 
I ſhall not ac preſent enter upon any diſtin or 
methodical diſcourſe about this matter, but only 
make ſome curſory glances on it. There are 
therefore three or four brict Obſervations which I 
ſhall make on chis truth, to make it practicable. 


I. That there is a future Judgment to which 
all reaſonable Creatures ſhall be called. How far 
the Doarine of a future Judgment hath been en- 
tercained by the light of nature,in the Conlſciences 
of men acted by humane reaſon, without the 
help of Scripture revelation, I ſhall not now en- 
quire. Bur that it is an Articlz of faith, com- 
mended to us by the infallible Oracles of that 
God who cannot ly, or be miſtaken, is written 
with Sun b.ams in his word. Read for this, 
Eccleſ. 12. 14. God will bring every work into 
. Judgment with every ſecret thing, whether it be 
good or evil, Acts 17. 31. be bath appointed a day 
in which be will Fudge the World in righteouſneſs, 
by the man whom he hath appointed. 2 Cor. 5. 10. 
we muſt all appear before the Judgment Seat of 
Chriſt, that wucry one may receive the things done 


3n the body ; and we have a deſcription gt it 
given 
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given to us by Chriit himſclt, in Math. 25. 33, to 
end. And it muſt needs be ſo, for, there is a ſpe- 
cial Government of God, to be acknewledged, in 
the managment whereof he will bring all reafo- 
nable Creatures to an everlaſting ſtate ot happt- 
neſs or miſery, according to their Obedience or 
Diſob:ciznce to the Law of that Government, in 
proſecution whereof he will diſplay the Glory of 
his Juſtice and Grace, God deals with his Crea- 
tures itt his Government, according to the nature 
which he faw meet to beſtow on them in their 
Cteation. Now when God Created man, he 
made him a reaſonable Creature, and thereby ca- 
pable of being treated in the way of a Covenant, 
by precepts and promiles, and threatnings ; ac- 
cording unto which capacity, he gave him a 
Command, and required his obedience to it ; 
promiſed him a reward of hie, in caſe of his per- 
forming: of perfect Obedience thereunto ; de- 
nouncing Death againit him in caſe he ſhouid dif- 
obey. He hath alto, upon mans Apoſta/y by which 
he fell under a Curſe of Death, revealed to him 4 
new and a living way for his recovery out of that 
miſery inco which he was plunged ; and hath. 
treated ſome of that race with a Covenant of 
Grace, in which he hath promiſed them lite upon 
their compliance with ir, and menaced them With 
damnation, yea double darmation, on their negle& 
of it. All theſe things are abundantly teſtified to 
in the Word of God : Now men are, according 
co their behaviour, with reſpect to this diſcovery 
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which God hath made of himſelf co man, and 
obligation which he hath laid him under, diſpo- 
| {ed of everlaſtingly : In order unto which they 
©, are to' paſs under a Trial, Where there isa Law 
| given to reaſonable Creatures, eſtabliſhed with 

S nions, there muſt needs be a Judgment, in 
- which their relation thereto is to be examined, 
and a retribution made to them accordingly. Ei- 
* ther they have complied v ich the Rule given to 
them, and are to reccive a reward of lite; or 
| they have revolted theretrom, 8& have not ſoughe 
and made their peace, according to the tenour of 
the Covenant of Grace; and then they muſt re- 
| ceive the wages of ſin, which is death, as we are 
rold, Rom. 6. 23; The wages of /m is death. He 
theretore that acknowledgeth a Government of 
God over rational beings, muſt needs believe that 
there ſhall be a Judgmeat, or a time of Trial and 
Recompences. ' 


- TI. That this Jadgment is after Death ; this is 
* the order that ic is manifeſtly put in, Text. That 
\ there are many awiul and ſtupendous Fudgments 
þ that God brings upon men in ehi5 world, is not to 

- Be denied; in which he declares his Holineſs and 


& Plal. 9. 14. The Lord is known by the Fudgment that 

be executeth, There is allo a Court which, God 

| hath fer up in mens Conſciences, at which Bar they 

* are ſometimes ſolemnly tried, and being there 

convicted of breaking the Holy Law of God, & 
| laying 


8% InCignacdon at fin; and hence we are told, | 
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laying themſelves open to the vengeance therein 
threatned, they are filled with horrors. But it is / 
another Judgment whereof we are now conſiders 
ing, in which men are to appear before God, and 
receive from him their final doom, which, when 
it is once paſt, ſhall be immediately put in Execu- 
tion. Now chis men come not to in this lite, but 1 
after they are dead ; fo that death is not, as too 
many vatnly dream, the laſt news that ſhall be 
heard of men, but there is ſomething more fear- 
ful and amazing that comes ater it, and that is 
the Judgment. There is 4 Fudgment to come ; 10 
Paul Preached to Flix, at the report whereof he * 
trembled, Acts 24. 25. and when is that, but when 
men are paſt from time, and have done the work 
which they were engaged in in this lite ? while 
men are in this world, converſant in the body, * 
they are upon probation for Etetnity, they are 
laying in, and making way for their account, and 
all chat they do here bears a proper. reſpe& theres: 
unto ; for they are the works which ate doje in the 
body, which muſt be called to an-after reckoning, * 
2 Cor. 5. 10. hence ſinners are ſaid in this time ; 
to be rreaſuring up unto themſelves wrath again#f the + 
day of wrath, Rom. 2 5. It is evident, that neither 
good men nor evil men are in this lite, openly - 
diſtinguiſhed tn the obſervable Providences otGod, - * 
except in ſome ſpecial inſtances ; /ove and hatred 7 
cannot be known by all that 3s before them, Eccleſ. 9.1. 
yea, the wiſe man hath an obſervation, as it ofcen 
times, the outward face of things look with a | 
44 | D 2 contrary” | 
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Contrary aſpect, Ecclei. 8. 14 there be juft men to 
whom it happeneth according to the work of the wicked; 
e& there be wicked men to whom it happeneth according 
0 the work of the righteous. What ſhall we fay ? Icis 
for the preſent a day of patience & forbearancz 
with which God ſees*meer to treat men, even the 
worſt of men withal, in which he lcts them alone 
for a while,& ſuſſers them to go on, ill they have 
filled up their meaſure: and though they give 
him uncountab)e and very grievous provocations, 
yet he falls not upon them. Bur yet he is broughe 
In laughing at them all the while, and we ate told 
the reaſon of ic, Plal 37.13. The Lord ſhall laugh 
at bim, for be ſeeth that his day is commg. Since 
then men are,not called to cheir reckoning here, 
It remains that they be ſummoned to it afterwards; 
inaſmuch as it is certain, that God will ſooner or 
ter maniteſt the glory of his Holmeſs and Righte- 
LOuſneſs, and make it known that he is the great 
Potentate and Ruler of Angels and men. 

| © 111. TFhat there 1s a particular Judgment to 
which every man ſhail be called immediately 
after Death. lt is true, the general Judgment 
3s reſerved for the great and laſt day, when, atter 
>the whole affair ot-rime is wound up, God will 
<a'l all reaſonable Creatures to an account; and, 
having raifed up their dead bodies to lite, and 


 rection allo the word of God gives us the afſu- 
F rance ; he will cite them before his Tribunal, 
' / 42 24008 and 


' re-united them to their Souls, of which Refur- 
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and diſpoſe of them in their whole perſons eter- 
rally, which day is peculiarly. Celebrated in the 
Book of God ; which, though it alſo tollows 
aiter mans death, yet.it will rot be till a long 
time alter a great many have dycd, ai.d ſeen Cor- 
ruption z and that becauſe there were other Ge- | 
nerations to be born, and live, and dy, until the 
whole Se:zes of them, according to the Divine 
appointment, bz confuramated. But there is 
beſides this, another more particular one, ' which: 
palleth upon the Soul, on its departure trom the 
body, which, chough. it be not ſo. frequently, 
or. exprelly (poken ot in the Holy Scriptures, Fet - 
there ate alſo {ufficienct intimations of it ther 
be tound, enough to confirm our faith in the; 
belief of it. This is an indubicable cruth, thae 
the Soul of man doth not dy a proper natural 
Death ; nor i ic capable of it. The man indeed 
1s laid to die, by realon of the dillolution of 
the bond of Union, and the ſeparation which is | 
thereupon made berween the Soul and Body, 
whereupon che body remains aCaicale, and muſt 
{uffer Corruption, after which there muſt be a 
powerful Reſurre&tion beſtowed on it, in or- 
der to its bzing made capable of ſtanuiig forth 
in Judgment, But it 15 other wile with the Soul ; 
that, in its ſeparate ſtate, {till recains Its Split ual 
and Iminortal nature, which i is In no other 
way able to loſe but by an Armnzt3/ation ; and it is 
accordingly diſpoſed of prelently to its unchanga- 
ble ſtate, whether it be of weal or wo, When 
D 3 Lazaryt 4 
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Eazarus dyeth, his Soul is forth with carryed by 
Convoy of Angels, into Abrahams boſome, and 
that is no other but a place and ' ſtate of aRual 
Felicicy. When the Wicked Rich man dyes,the 
next news that we hear of his Soul is is Hell, 
whether it is carried, and where it is diſpoſed of ; 
and that not only as in a Priſon, buc as a place of 
Execution, where it ſuffers the penalcy which its 
fin had procured for it : for this reaſon we have 
"him pouting out his doleful complaint, Luk. 16. 
24. 1 am tormented in this flame. And we have 


both, Verſe 25. He is comforted, and thou art tor- 
 pjented, When the penitent Thief dyes, he is the 
ns day entertained with his Saviour in Paradiſe 
tor ſo Chrilt bimſelt promiſed to him, Luk.23.43. 
which muſt needs intend a ſtate of actual Dctled. 
; neſs enjoyed in that place. And why was Paul 
| in ſuch” a ſtraic, and fo defirons to depars.? Phil. 
2.23. it was fo be with Christ, which he faith is 
- beſt of all ; which ic could noc be, if he did not 
; roy enter into communion witf/ Chriſt in 
# bleflednefs. Now certainly, mens gbing actually 
ro receive rewards and puniſhments, ' neceflarily 
infers a Judgment that is paſt upon them in order 
thereunto : tor thoſe things are beyond all 
queſtion, diſpoſed of by God, in the exerciſe of 
his Government over the Creature, as he is the 
Judge of all. Beſides, there is ſuch an Indefinite 
afſertion uſed by the wiſe man, which amounts 
to an uniyerſal, and hath a reſpeR to all forts of 
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men, Eccl. 12.7. Then ſtall the duſt return to the © 
earth as it was, and ihe Spirit ſhall return to God © 
who gave it. Thele two retuns are put together 
as contemporary ; and all Soul do not return to 
God as their Father, ro be admitted into his 
Kingdom, and to dwell wich him, and enjoy his 
favourable, preſence for ever ; that is a priviledge 
proper cnly ta the Godly, and none ſhall enjoy 
it but thoſe whom Chriſt hath Redeemed and 
Saved. As for the ungodly, it is faid concerning ., 
them, Plal. 9.17. The wicked ſha'l be turned mio 
Heil and all the nations that forget God. I: is there- 
tore to God as a Judge, to be d:omed, and dif-# 
poſed of by him, according to his righteous Judg--% 
ment. 


IV. That this is an awfull conſideration to men 
while they live, and peculiarly fo to ſuch as are 
juit ready to dy. 1 may not carry at thele things, 
co give a'diftinc& and particular account of them,,. 
but mult only give ſome briet glances at them: 
And there are wo afſeriions in this Obſervation. 


x. It carryes awe in it to men while they live, 
to put them on the greateſt Circumipcion to 
themſelves in their wholz courſe. It there were 
no Judgment to come, what need would there be 
tor men to take any care how or a'ter what man- 
ner they lead their lives ? The Epecurian Doctrine, 
lt usdrink and drab, let us revel and ſwagger, 
and give every ſenſual luſt irs freeft {cops to 1a- 
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© tisfie it. ſelf, might plead, if not reaſon, yet im- 
{munity and ſecurity ; for, it there be no after 
reckoning, there is then no danger at all. But 
* this thought, if it be rightly entertained, will be a 
| -Jtrong curb to fin, and a ſharp ſpur to duty, ihas- 
+ much as it muſt needs lead mens thoughts for- 


tainly a future Judgment, in which I am perſo- 
- nally concerned. I am Gods Creature, and am 
Eplaced under the Rule of his ſpecial Government, 
and intereſted in the Sanaions of his Holy Law. 
* 1 am new a probationer for that day, and all that 
#71 am doing in this world hath a reference unto 
hat, and muſt come under the ſtrict examen of 
"it, Every thoughe of mine heart, every word 
of my mouth, and every deed that Þ do, will 
- then. be called over, and tryed whether it be con- 
 formable to, or diffoan itrom the Rule, by the 
E which I mult be eicher acquitted cr condemned ; 
and fo exact will that fcrutiny be, that not ſo 


. .36. Every idle word that men ſhall | peak, they ſhall 
give an account thereof in the day of Fragment, 1 
am under«he watchtul eye of an all-leeing God, 
- *wtio keeps an exa&t account of all my thoughts, 
* words and deeds, and will certainly in that day, 
= - bring them into cpen light, and ſer them in - or- 
der before me 3 For God will bring every work in- 
to Tulgment with every ſecret thing, Eccl. T2. 14. 
muſt dy re long, and there is n» poflibleAavoid- 
ance ol it, and then to the Judgment, I muſt, 
| | "AO whether 


ward to ſach meditations as theſe: THere is cer- \ 


= much as one idle word ſhall eſcape it, Math. 12. - 


{ 


hide me from the preſence of the great God, or ſecure 


after DE ATH. F'y 
whether I will or no; and it will be utterly: in * 
vain for m2 to tire the Rocks. and Mountains, to 


me from making my appearance before his Judg- 
ment feat. There will need no witneſs then ro 
be produced to prove any of the matters that' 
ſhall be alledged againſt me; ſince mine ' o wn 
Conſcience is an egad regiſter of all things, and 
will be more than a tho#land witneſſes. I am, 
all the time that I am living in this world laying* 
up treaſures tor eternity, and thoſe ejther of hap® 
pineſs or of miſery, which ſhall be righteouſly : 
diſtributed to me, according as I have been lay» 
ing in in this time. TI have a righteous JuCgs. 
unto whom I muſt give up my accounts, wieh* 
whom there is no reſpe& ot perſons, and a vain ' 
thing 1t 15 to hope to bribe him ; but according 
as my true ſtate, upon the moſt exa& enquiry, 
ſhall be tound, ſo will ke taks order about me, 
and pals the ſentence eicher of ablulution or con- 
demnation upon me. Now, what a check would } 
ſuch refle&ions as thel: arc, througiily believed, 4 
and fixedly entertained, give to the mad young: 
{ter, in the midit of all his trolicks, and mar all 
the mirth of his greedy Jufts, curning it into. bic- ? 
terneſs 2 God therefore otizrs fuch a 'mementoras* 
this is to thefe. Kccl. rr. 9. Rejozce, U, young man, 
in thy youth, and let thine beart cheer thee tn the days 
of thy youth, and walk in he ways of thine heart, and 
mn the ſight of thine eyes : but know. thor, that: far. 
6b theſe things, Grd wil bring thee into Joon 

MY wy 
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Yea, how would. it put eveiy of. us upon 
greater warineſs to our ſelves, and make* a deep 
impreflion of that advice upon our hearts, Eph. 
'F-IF. See that you walk circumſpetly,” not as fools 
but as wiſe, redeeming the tame. How would it put 
us upon pondering our way, and living by rule, 
and make us afraid of rath & precipicant ruithing 
F Into any action? I am ſure that Fob cells us that he 
was awed by ſuch a thagght # this, and upon it 
80 look well to himſclf Jeſt at any time-he ſhould 
Zxpolc himſelf ro the danger of not being able to 
#hold up his head, when he ſhould be called w a 
þ r-ckoniog, Job 3.1.14. What then ſhail 1 do when God 
Freſeth up ? and when be viſiteth, what ſhals I anſwer 
Dim? © | | 


x 2:"And what an amazing thought muſt it needs 
> be to them, that are at the point of death, except 
they have made their peace with God ? As for 
| thoſe indeed, who have through grace obtained a 
pardon & acceptance unto life through the New- 
Covenant, this thought muſt needs afford to them 
E all preciouſneſs and defirableneſs; though ſtill, the 
Every nature of the thing will carry in it an holy 
awe on.their hearts. But as tor all others, how 
gan they, a: fuch an hour, look upon it without 
* horror? Truly, the uncectainty of deathz and the 
> certainty of the following Judgment, and Reck- 
Zoning he muſt chen be called to, is enough con- 
| ſtantly to fill the ſinner wich conſternation, for 
* that he hath reaſon every moment to. be atraid 
| of che arreſt : though careleſs men, put away the 
RE" oo | thoughts 


— 
— 
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thoughts of « 
for many days to come. But when he perceives that * 
he hath but a very few days or hours to ſtay ; 


- and fay ? my working time is now done; my day 


| an amazing Eternity ; and what an unconceivable 


- been laying up of vaſt treaſures, but where is ic 


. he will certainly recompence me, withour all par- 


t DEATH. 43 
on preſumption that the w4/ion 5s 


death now ſtares him in the face, ſhews him its 
Warrang, and tells him he muſt be gone, & there 
15 NO hope of a longer reprieve ; what a tumult 
will it raiſe in him, and what pungent choughts + 
mult it needs fill him withal? can he but retle& 


in" which I have been laying up for 'another 
world, is over, and I am now ready to paſs inta 7 


change will ic make with me? what litile hope 
have I that this Change is like to be unto me for * 
the better, and not for the worſe? I have indeed 
been hard at work in my little time, and purſued 
my buifineſs with great eagerneſs, but what man- 
ner, of work is it that I have been doing ? I have 


they are ſtored ? I am now going to appear be- : 
fore my Judge; my naked ſoul, muſt, in a very :- 
little while be brought before bis Tribunal ; and 


tiality, accordeng 30 what 1 bave done in the body, 
whether it be god or evil : If the life I have ledian* 
this world bath been wicked, how can I expe&-. 
that my /atter end ſhould be peace? There & an ©: 
Heaven and an Hell before me, one whereof will 
receive me as ſoon as I depart; but into which of 
theſe am I like co pals ? the Judge will certainly 
appoint me co one or the other of them. Oh! 


4 * 
"y X 
* 
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where ſhall this Immortal Soul of mine lodge,when 
it ſhall be called our of this mortal body, & ſhall 


be required at mine hands? Have I any good 


reaſrn to think that it ſhall be received by the 
bleſſ:d 4nge!s, and lodged in Abrabams Boſome ; 
or rather tall into che hands of rageful Devils, and 
be hurried to endleſs torments ? What manner of 
Ji:e is it chat T have been leading in the Wo1ld 2 
Which way is it that I have been going ? Have I 
choſen that turrow wiy that leads unto life, which 
there are bat a few that find ? or. have I not rejec- 
ted it, and gone in the broad way that leads to de- 
frruttion, in which the multitude of mankind are 
travelling ? whaiGuilt 1s it that I have heen con- 
tracting to my lelt by tranigreiliag of Gods Law, 
and <xpoſing my ſelf ro the curſe of it 2 how ma- 
ny ko:rid and amazing ſins do there itare me .in 
the tace ? fins which 1 have commicted againſt 
lighe, againſt conſcience, againit mercy and pati- 
ence, againſt countelis and warnings, againit che 
ſtriviogs ot the Spirit of God 2 and what hope 
have I that thete ſins are forgiven, and ſhall not 
be laid co my charge ?. what grounds have I to 
ink thac my perſon is accepred wich Gou? and 
wat isithe toundation on which my hopes are 
Hit 2zhave 1 cruly and cordially rzpent:4 of theſe 


i RM 
fins of mine, or rather hardned mine heart againſt 
all calls, and counſels, into imperitence ? have I 
really forſaken theſe fins,never co have to do with 
them more, or do I nc; he'd 1hem faſt, and refuſe to 
let them go? Have I gotten into Chrilt by a _ 
h an 
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| that day. But as for me, what ſhall I do ? 


| 
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and living faitt*® Have I made my Judge mine 
Advocate and my friend ? or have I not deſpited 


all his offers of Grace and Mercy, and reſiſted 


+ his Spiric who ſtrove wich me, and thereby horri- 


bly aggravated my Guilt, provoked him to take 
Vengeance on me ? How ſhall I appear before 


this Great and Terrible God 2 muſt I in that 


condition be haled to his Judgment Seat ? is there 
nothing to be done yet for my ſatety, that I may 
not tall under his terrible indignation, but may 
meet him with comfort ? muſt I dy, and be 
judged, and condemned, and damned for ever ? 
Happy, yea thrice happy are they that can fay 
as he, 2 Tim. 4. 7, 8. 1 have fought a good fight, 1 
bave finiſhed my courſe, 1 bave kept the faith, hence- 


forth there is laid up for me a Crown of righteouſneſs, 


which the Lord, the righteous Fudge will give me at 


' T had choſen this text for a moſt ſolemn oc- 
calion, which had been deſigned for this day z 
which, in pity to an Immortal Soul, and to give 
Opportunity of a farther ſpace tor -repentance 1s 
deferred. God grant it to obtain the deſired end. 


} But I hope, with his blefling, it may prove a ſea- 
| ſonable ſubje&, both to the miſerable obje&, and 


to the whole Congregation, I ſhall therefore . 
offer at a brief Applicacica of it. 


USE, 1. For Information in three particulars, 


x. Learn 


_ 


46 .'A Citation to Judgment | 
r. Leatn-we hence the folly and madneſs 

| which the generality of man-kind do labour of. 
' Are all men riding poſt to their diſlolution, and 
| mult chey thence paſs unto Judgment ? we muſt 
then certainly conclude, that the workers of ini- 
quity bave no underſtandmmg, If we take a due 
obſervation of the Lives and Converſations 
which the moſt of the Children of men 
are leading, we may plainly read thus much in 
them, . viz. That they cither believe that they 
ſhall never dy, or at the laſt that they have 
no thoughts or expectations of ever being called 
to an after reckoning. Doth the Covetous world- 
ing, who lays out all his thoughts and induſtry, 
in laying up his treaſures on earth, and making 
of that his only care, that by heaping up wealth, 
- and providing himſelf wich abundance of the good 
things, of this life, he may have encouragment to 
ſing that requiem to his Soul ; Luk. 12. 19. Sonl, 
zbou ha#t-goods laid up for many years, take thine eaſe, 
eat, drink and be merry. Doth he believe that he 
ſhall ever be parced from his poſleflions, and he 
made to go to the generation of his fathers, never to 
ſee light ? Doth the Profiigate Voluptuary, who ſeek 
no farther than to immerge himſelf in carnal plea- 
lures, ſpending of His time among vain and lewd 
Companions, in drinking, and gaming, and wan- 
ton dalliances, always raking proviſion for the fleſh 
ro fufiil the lufts thereof, ever ate his heart with 
the thought or belier of the days of darkneſs which 
fhall be many * Doth the Profane Swearer, that is 
every day rending of Gods bleſſed name with 
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horrid Oaths and £u-tes ; the wicked Sabbath 
breaker, who, on deitgn, takzs holy time, for 
his moſt grateiull Opportunity of acting his 
greateſt debaucherics ; the Licentions Young : 
perſon, who deip:teth his Parents, : ejes all 
their faichful counſc, and warnings, rebelliovſly 
and refulately breaks away trom under the yoke 
of Famil; Government, and give:sthe reins to his 
youthful laſts ; the Fornicator and Aduiterer, who 
with greateſt greedinels 4rmks his ſtollen waters, & ' 


' Cats his bread in ſecret ; the thief, who watcherh for 


the twilight, for the black and dark night, to commit 
his outrages in ; do theſe, & a great many, more 
that might here have been brought into the num- 
ber, believe that their fins are written with a pen of 
Iron, and the point of a diamond, and that tor all 
theſe things God will ſhortly call them to a ſevere 
account ? Do careieſs ſinners, who trifle away a 
day of grace, without regard to their Souls and 
Eternity ; who live contented in their ſtate of 
Unregeneracy, and take no heed to make their 
peace with God, or fck to fecure an intereſt in 
Chiift, and char Salvation which is wrought out 
by him, by giving ll diligence to make their calling 
and elettion ſure ; expe thortly to be called to a 
reckoning for theic Talents rec:ived. & be doom- 
ed accordingly ? certainly no. And doth not the 


| truth now under conſideration ſay, that all theſe 
labour of madneſs in their bearts whiles they live 2 


2. Here we ſee one great reaion why there 15 


fo much horcid wickedasls committed in the 


World, 


5 


48 A Citation to Judgment 
Woikl, the root of ic indeed is in that Orjging} 
Sin, which the hearts of all men are by nature 
full of, and is a fountain chat 1s always ſending 
forth its bitter ſtreams : and he was never nghily 
acquainted with his own naughtinels, who is not 
led by the obſcrvation of bis aftual prevarication 
ro the ſource trom which all do derive: However, 
there are thole reſtraints under which the Cor- 
ruption that is within men 1s held back from brea- 
king forth into prodigious Enormities, which is 
none of the leaſt of theſe favours which as in- 
dulgeth the children of men witha!, but tor whlich 
all hamane Sorieties muſt disband, and one, and 
not the leaſt of chele, is the dread of an atrec rec- 
koning imprinted on the Conſciences of men, by 
which they are kept in awe ; when theretore this 
chain, with which God itzs men up, and ſets 
bounus to their violence, is taken off, and men are 
inſenſible of any impreiſions from it, what will not 
- their impetuous luſts make them dare to do ? Ic is 
- the Plalmilts obſervation in Plal. 36. x. The tranſ- 
greſſion of the wicked ſaith in my heart, that there is 
' m0 fear of God before his eyes, and did 'men think 
of,/or believe the cerrors of the Lord, they would 
ſurely make chem atraid; were the expectation of 
a tu-ure judgment, and a tri reckoning then to 
be taken of men, of all that ever they have done, 
realicies to them, they would not dare to do as 
they do. Would the bold Sinner dare to” run 
himſelf upon the point ot the ſword of revenging 
Jultice, is he knew: that it is for his lifes Would 
the 
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after DEATH. 49 
the miſerable children of men dare Heaven with 
their impious blaſphemies,and all manner of bruit- 
iſh abominacions, if they believed chat there is a 
great and holy God, who will bring them before 
his bar, and puniſh them with everlaſting deftruition 
for theſe things ? No, there is a root of Atheiſm 
in the bottom of all this;Pſal.14.1.7he fool hath ſaid 


' in his heart there is no God. And they char entertain 


arguings in their minds to put them on calling in 
queſtion the being and perfe&ions of God, will 
cert iinly, on the ſame Topicks, conclude that there 
can be no Judgment. The Prophet therefore is 
given to underitand,whatirt was that nourilhed the 
daring abominations of thoſe Jews, Ezek. 9.9. The 
iniquity of the houſe of Iſrael, and Fudab is excecding 
great, and the city is full of blood, and the land full of 
perwerſeneſs : for they ſay, the Lord hath forſaken the 
earth, and the Lord ſeeth not. And they that are 
arrived to entertaining of ſuch ſentiments as theſe, 
are no better than Atheifts. 

2. This truth cells us who they be that are the 
truly and only wiſe men : not thoſe that have the. 
worlds verdict for ſuch, and are cryed up among 
men on this account : not they who have that 
Characer upon chem, Jer.4.22. T hey are wiſe to do 


| evil, but to do good they have no knowiedge. All the 


Skill that men have attained unto, by which they 
out-do others in being able to get and keep the 
world; all the wit which menexercile in carrying 
on their courſes of iniquity witch greatelt ſecrecy 
and ſecurity, will be tound one day to have been 

I nothing 


Fo. A Citation to Judgment 
nothing better t han madneſs, whiles chey have 
looked no farther, nor laid” in any proviſion for 
the time to come; andevery ſuch man hath the 
doom-already declared againſt him, that i the gnd 
be ſhall be a fool. Hehe is the only wiſe man,who 
believing the reports of a future account, & look- 
Ing upon himſelf ro be deeply concerned in it, 
makes it. his great ſtudy & buſineſs to be providing 
* for it, and what ever be the changes that go over 
him in this world, to ſecure peace in his latter end, 
to ſtudy how he may,and endeavour that he may 
make the Judge his triend & Actourney ; to. get 
a ſure claim co the promiſes of the eveilaſting 
Covenant, and all the mercies that are laid up in 
them ; to get now a ſealed pardon of all his fins, 
- that none of them may riſe up againſt him in that 
day,and a Juſtification unco lite. This is the man 
who ſhall ſtand in the Judgmenc, when all others 
{hall fall ; this is the man who may look death in 
. the face without dread, and entertain joyful 

thoughts of that great Judgment,which may make ' 
* allaecher faces to gather palenefs & hearts co be fill- 
ed with aſtoniſhment and horrour : this is he who 
* can look with an eye of faich on his appearance 
| beforeGod, & upon every warning that iz given 
* him of che approach of it, can ſay, Amen, even fo 

come Lord Feſus, Who ſhall paſs through death ro 
« Þe Judged, and being there acccpred before Cod, 
* and his cauſe found gocd, ſhall paſs trom thence 
wich" comfore, and be ſettled in the: eternal 
Kingdom,and live in s&e fulneſs of thoſe joys that are 


in 


— 


the allurements which may be offered to us, from 


after DEATH. Fl 
in Gods preſence. And when the Taff Trumpet ſhall þ 
ſound/he knows now that his Redeemer 15 coming *- 
to give him perfeR Salvation in both Soul & body: 
whiles they that had fo little confideration, as to 
neglect the things of their peace in the day of it, 
having laid out and loſt all their thoughts, & en- 
deavours upon periſhing things ,jhall howl and la- 
ment bitterly, when the Judge ihall ſhut them our 
of his preſence-Chamber, and thruſt them down | 
into the bottomleſs pit, where ſaall be nothing but * 
wailing, and gnafhing of Teeth. 
USE, 


Il. 

Let (this Doarine be a watch word for ſinners. 
I am fare that ic carries juſt matter of cerrour in 
It to all ſuch as are open to the Temptations of 
ſin,& ready inconſiderately to entertain themJam 
ſure that Paul made uſe of this very thing as tiis 
-monitor, to keep him cloſe.to his work, and make : 
him faithfulin the diſcharge of'ic, 2 Cor.5.10,11. 
We mu#t all appear, &C. knowing therefore the ter- 
rours of the Lord, we perſfwade men. Let-us then be 
always bearing this in mind, and uſing of it as a - 
-potemt argument on our hearts, to excite us to be 
very careful 8& fearful, leſt we ſhould till into che 
negle& of duty by reaſon of the diſcouragements 
"which encounter in the way of ir, or run our 
ſelves into the Commiſſion of any ſin, through 


the men or the things of che world, Whatſoever 
arguments fleſh and blood, wicked men, or Satan 


Jnay at any time urge upon us, to 'intice us in to }- 
2 ſins. 
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fins of Omiflion or Commiſiion, let us be ſure to 
weigh them in the ballance of the Santuary a- 
gainſt this great conſideration, I muſt very ſhort- 
ly appear before God, and be called to anſwer for 
this then, and what an account ſhall I give to 
him ? ask, will it bear the tryal of that day of re- 
velation ? will it then have the approbation of 
the Judge ? or it it will not, will the benefit which 
-T ſhall gain by it, in the gratification of carnal 
co ncupiſcence, make reparation for the damage 


which I {hall ſuſtain by the lentence of Condem- 


\nation that will then paſs upon me for it, and the 
fearful miſeries which I ſhall undergo in the ex- 
ecution of that ſentence ? and if not, think what 
ar ineffable infatuation it will be to give place 
co it, When you are urged hard, and tind your 
{:lves beginning to give conſent, and addreſs your 
' ſelves to the Commiſſion of any ſin, think feri- 
ouſly, if the hand of Gods anger ſhould now jall 
upon me, and cut me off, and haſten me to the 
Judgment, how ſhall I appear before this dreadtul 
' God ? what good might fuch thoughts as theſe 
do, if reallized ? 
UV & ©. 

| LTetit be for a word of Warning to us all, to 
| be very careiul in making ready 'to dye well: 
whiles others are only folicitous in providing that 

they may rub through, & live according to their 
| hearts deſire in this wo 1d ; let us be perſwaded 
to be peculiarly thoughtiul, and practically ſo,that 
when we Colne to dy, we may make a good end. 

| d 
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& after DEATH, 53 
And I know no argumenr that carfies more of 
pungeticy 1n it, to Pimuate us hereunto, thin the 
Truth in hand, if it be entertained with a cus 1o- 
Izmnity. Let us then gather up our thoughts, & 
fix them frequently here, Think, I am geirg to 
the Judgment ; think who is to be Judge, & that 
no other than the ali-knowing, heart-ica;iching, 
holy, righteous, and Almighty God. Tink, whac 
will be the marter of the judgment ; even all that 
I have been and done, to a thought ; & che molt 
ſecret abomination that ever I was guilty oj.7 Liuk 
what is the Rule* according to which all will pro- 
ceed, and that will be the exact Law of Jultice, 
unleſs F am under Grace, and fo dulirered from 
the Dominion of it. Think wha: ſhall be the hap- 
pineſs of thoſe that ſhall then ſtan, and receive 
the ſentence of abſolution ; and what will be the 
wotul infclicity of thoſe that mult jall. Think how 
ſin hath expoſed us all to condemnation, & where 
our only hope and help is, even in Feſus Chri//,who 
alone can deiwer us from the wrath ty come. '1hink, 
now 1s the time for us to ſeek and fecure a part 
in him, by getting into him by a living fatth , & 
it will be too late for this, when death bath delte 
vered us up to the Judgment. Think whac a tear- 
ial thing ft will be then to be miſtaken, © go out 
of this Ute with hope that will Prove a 4 ſpiders web; 
to lean on. an expectation that will f:il and break 
under us. Think if I make not the more halt, it 
way be too late; I ftand on the very edge and 
biink of eternity, the Judge is at the door, Amt 
ready 
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Teady for it.? if not, ſhall T dare 'to dally in at 


affair of ſuch infinite concernment one moment ? | 
will it not expoſe me to 'unconceivable hazard ? | 


. and when we ſee any ſuch as have deſpiſed Gods 


Grace, and run themſelves deſperately into fel. | 
deſtroying fins, and are now ready to be poſted | 


away to their fearful account ; let any ſuch Ob- 
je& before vs; put a ſuitable folemnity into our 


hearts, gd make us refle& and ſay, I may go a-, 


way as ſoon as or before ſuch an one, and am TI 


in 'a better readineſs ? have T done any thing | 


more to lay in for a comfortable trial ? and let : 


this drive you to him who is the God of all Grace, 


- to ask of him, with the moſt intenſe importuni- : 


ty, to work you up unto a meetneſs for this Ap- 


 Pearance. 


And now give me leave to add one word of advice to 
the poor Condemned Creature who is under a Sentence 


of Death : Who if God had not-put more pitty into the 


hearts of her pious & compaſſionate Fudges, than ſhe had 
* for her own Soul, had now been hearing the laft Sermon 
that ever ſhould have been Preached in her ears; and 
_ the Lord grant that this reſpite given you, may turn © 
"the account-of your Salvation ; elfe know it, it will add 


a fearful.Item to your aſtoniſhing account, Oh that 1 ' 


might now-have had the occafion and encouragement to 
have ſpoken a conſolatory word, to.a 'broken heart, 
wounded to death under the Arrows of the Almighty, and 
ſenfable of her miſerable condition, humbly asking after 
the hopes of Salvation: the Lord knows how my heart 
would have rejoyced, might it have been ſo. Bat hncs 

U 
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{| ah! an old ſinner, grown ripe, and muſt be cut down 


{ filled up withal 2 I have already given you the moſt fo» * 
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it muſt be otherwiſe, I pray God that his Terrors ma 
make you afraid, and drive you yet, before all hopes of 
merey be paſt and gone, in deepeſt ſenſe of your own 
unworthineſs, to take Sanctuary in the Blood of Chriſt, 
where only, how much ſoever you have deſpiſcs it, you 
can obtain ſafety. Your Humane Judge hath told you 
that you muſt Dy, and that very quickly ; and you have 
no hope that this Sentence will be reverſed. But I am 
now to Cite you, in the name of God, to a more dread- 
ful Judgmenr upon that; as ſoon as ever you are dead, 
you mult be called to it, and what preparation have 
you made 2 what have you been doing in order to it # 
alas! a fearful deal ; you are bur a young Creature, but 


before you have ſeen twenty years in this world, What 
a fearful Indictment hath the All-ſeeing God ready drawn 
up againſt you 2 what uncountable bloody Items is it 


lemn advice, in the name of God, about thefe things on « 
the laſt Sabbath, and all the encouragement to ſeek fer 

2 pardon, which the Word of God affords ; and many 

of Gods faithful Servants have been in publick or pri- 
yate, or both, ſolemn and ſerious in their applications to 
7ou.; and what do you now mean to do ? are you res 
olved to harden your neck, till you be remedileſly de- 
troyed 2 will you add lmpenitency to Iniquity, & tram- 
Me on the precious Blood of Cbri#, that hath been and is 
fftered to you? do you think to plead with God, as you 
1ave done with men, that you are guilty of Murder only 
eccording to mans Law, and not i is | Shall che all-knowing 
God o be put oft? do you hope thy your lias, which 
nen have dete&t:d you of, not only b:fore, but at your 
Trial, and face your Condemnation, will ſhelter you 
rom the Vengeance of that God who is a Witneſs ; and 
"th laid, Rev. 2.1. 8. That all Liars ſhall have their qart 
in 
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3n the Lake which burns with fire and brimſtone * Do you 
think that your abominableW horedom commirted in the 
Prifon,& nnder the apprehenſion of being quickly ro be 
thruſt out of the World as an Exccration, will help for- 
ward your repentance, or make your account more Ea- 
fie? is this the proviſion that you are making for your 
ſtanding before God ? ler g'l that hear me this day take 
notice and tremble, and 1:arn by this amaging inſtance, 
what fin perliſted in, under calls, and counſels, & warn- 
ings will expoſe them ty, & how 1ighteous a thing It 15 
with God, to leave rhera up two a ſcared conſcience, Who 
wou!d not be inſtructed Wcil, | k19w that the blood of 
Chriſt can wath away this guilt 102, and the Soveraign 
Grace of God can yet dilcover it kit, and my hearts 
delire and prayer ro God in tnis behalt continually 
is, that ic may be ſo: and -t every foul that is affe- 
Cted with the milcry of this OT Creature, life up A 
prayer in this regard. But know it, that if you appear 

cfore your Judge under the guiit of theſe Crimſon and 
Scarlet Sins, a 'tew days more will hx you in Eternal 
Miſerics, and becauſe you have deſpiied mercy in the 
day of it, you ſhall have Judgment wuhout mercy ; and 
can your heart endure, to be made the Subject of Gods 
Fiery Indignation, and fcel the Impre (ſions ot his Fury in 
Everlaſting Burnings? Haſtzn then, the Avenger of Blood 
is Juſt ready to give you the fatal ſtroak, and if you 
do not with all (peed get znto the City of Refuge, you 


are gone for eVETr. The Lord give you an ear to hear, | 


and heart to conſider, \eft this word allo riſe up in the 
Judgment againit you, and encreaie your. Ecernal 
Flames. | 
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